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Abstract

This presentation analyzes journal article conventions to see how they tell their
technical stories. First, we will review the introduction, methodology, results, and
discussion (IMRaD) sections of typical journal articles. Then we will relate the
IMRaD conventions to storytelling methods such as Randy Olson’s “and, but,
therefore” method; Joseph Campbell’s the hero’s journey; and the situation,
complication, resolution method. Along the way, we will examine published civil
engineering journal articles to see how professionals use those methods to tell their
technical stories.
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